
Santa Stops

Santa will be visiting local neighborhoods 
on an O’Fallon Fire Protection District fire 
truck this holiday season. 

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/
ofallonfire for details. 

This fall the O’Fallon Fire Protection District dedicated Engine #9154. The new 
fire truck replaces a 15-year-old rescue pumper. It can hold five firefighter/
paramedics and is more efficient than the previous pumper truck, which will reduce 
maintenance expenses. The new truck holds more than 200 different pieces of fire, 
rescue and emergency medical equipment. It will be housed at Fire House #5 at 
7140 South Outer Road 364. 

New Rescue Pumper Dedicated
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O’Fallon Fire Protection District
111 Laura K Drive

O’Fallon, MO 63366

www.ofallonfire.org  •  636.272.3493

      /OfallonFire

PROUDLY SERVING:
Issue Highlights
•  Honorary Firefighter Keira 

Stout remembered

•  Working toward providing 
advanced emergency 
medical care

Upcoming Events



    Over the past few months, families in 
the O’Fallon Fire Protection District 
(OFPD) have seen firsthand the 
difference having working smoke 
alarms installed throughout the home 
can make.

“ This summer, unattended cooking set 
off the smoke alarms in a house where 
several young teens were home alone 
in the basement,” OFPD Chief Tom 
Vineyard says, adding that this is one 
of the most common causes of house 
fires. “The quick-thinking kids grabbed 
the family dog and immediately got out 
of the house, using a neighbor’s phone 
to call 911.”

“ Working smoke alarms and a well-
rehearsed emergency escape plan 
made all the difference in this instance.”

“ Almost two-thirds of home fire deaths 
result from fires in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working smoke 
alarms,” Vineyard says. “Simply 
updating and maintaining your smoke 
detectors could save your life.”

So, how do you know if your smoke 
alarms work?

•  Smoke alarms can be tested by 
pressing the small test-button on the 
face of the alarm. Test monthly.

•  Batteries should be replaced annually.  
Even hard-wired smoke detectors 
contain 9-volt batteries.

•  Smoke alarms should be replaced  
every 10 years. The manufactured  
date can be found on the back or  
side of the alarm.

•  Smoke alarms should be installed on 
every level of your home:

         •  Install inside and outside all 
sleeping areas

         •  Place them high on a wall or on 
the ceiling

         •  Place them away from any air 
vents and windows

OFPD provides free smoke alarm 
assistance. If you need help with your 
smoke alarms, assistance changing the 
batteries or simply have a question give  
us a call at 636.272.3493.
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Committed to protecting our community

Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives!District Details
From Jan. 1, 2017 until Nov. 1, 2017 
OFPD provided emergency and rescue 
services to:

185 Fires

2,298 Emergency Medical 
Service incidents

154 Hazardous condition 
situations

947 Citizen assist occurrences

331 Fire alarms

22 Weather related incidents

123  
Car safety seats 

Firefighters assisted with 

1,369  
Smoke alarms  

OFPD hosted at a variety of fire 
safety and community events for 

6,289  
Adults  

163 Residents  
Received heartsaver and CPR 
certification through OFPD

14,242 
Children  



Matt Gober

Our firefighters 
are such an 
active part of our 
community and we 
are fortunate to be 
able to work with 
them to provide the best emergency 
response services to our community. 
This teamwork approach gives us 
as a Board an inside perspective of 
the needs of our residents and our 
firefighters. With this perspective we 
are able to make sound decisions for 
the future of our District. 

Matt Simmons

The fire district 
is one of the 
most important 
institutions in our 
strong community. 
With 88,000 people 
in our growing 
community it is important for us as a 
Board to make sure our District keeps 
up with the latest techniques and 
equipment to save people’s lives and 
property during an emergency.

William “Bill“ 
Laughlin

I admire the 
level of service 
our firefighters 
provide to our 
community, they 
are really a great team. As a Board it 
is important for us to make sure our 
District is financially responsible. We 
never know what kind of emergency 
our first responders will encounter, so 
it is important they have the training 
to respond to different fire, rescue, and 
emergency medical situations. 

The O’Fallon Fire Protection District 
is led by a three-member Board 
of Directors that is elected by the 
community. Board members serve  
6 year terms.

Meet The Board
Why Do You Serve on the 
O’Fallon Fire Protection 
District Board?

Last year the community approved Proposition Safety, providing funding for the 
District to enhance its emergency medical services by hiring additional firefighter/
paramedics and implementing an Advanced Life Support (ALS) program. 

Coming Soon: Advanced Emergency Medical Services

Over the past year a team of firefighter/paramedics has developed and launched 
a new level of emergency medical service, which includes enhanced training, 
updated equipment and new medical protocols. 

“Safely implementing this program is a big undertaking, and we want to make sure 
every detail is covered before we begin offering ALS services to our community,” 
OFPD Chief Tom Vineyard says.

Establishing medical protocols and training have been at the forefront of the 
planning. OFPD is working with the St. Charles County Ambulance District 
(SCCAD) to provide consistent care to District residents. “We are using the same 
medical protocols as SCCAD, and have worked with them on additional training 
for our existing paramedics,” Vineyard says. Currently most OFPD firefighters are 
emergency medical technicians (EMTs); five currently have a paramedic license and 
all new District hires will be certified paramedics.

The District has tested and purchased new emergency medical equipment including 
heart monitors, which will enable firefighter/paramedics to determine the presence 
of an acute heart attack, and send information directly to the hospital; life-saving 
medications; and tools to assist with securing an airway.

Hiring for additional firefighter/paramedics began in October. “There was an 
overwhelming response from highly qualified candidates for our six new positions,” 
says Vineyard. When the plan is fully implemented, each crew will have at least four 
firefighters per shift, as recommended by national safety standards.

Under Construction: Engine Houses Updated

The District also continues to update equipment and facilities to meet the 
emergency needs of the community, including the ability to house up to five 
firefighter/paramedics per shift. 

“Our community has grown by more than 40% since many of our stations were 
built. In this time our community and the role of the fire service has changed, 
causing a need for updates to our fire stations,” Vineyard says. 

Fire Station #5 at 7140 South Outer Road 364, which was built more than 20 years 
ago, is currently undergoing a complete renovation, which will include the addition 
of one bunk room. The engine house will remain open during construction, with the 
crew working from a temporary structure behind the main house. Fire Station #1 
at 1200 North Main Street is undergoing minor modifications to add a bunk room 
and Fire Station #4 at 1306 Sunview Drive is scheduled for a full replacement of its 
living quarters in the next two years.

The Next Level Of 
Emergency Medical Response



Fires caused by the improper disposal of 
cigarettes and other smoking materials 
are the number one cause of home fire 
deaths in the United States. In the past 
year alone, the District has responded 
to numerous house fires caused by the 
improper disposal of smoking materials.

These fires are preventable if you 
follow these tips from the National Fire 
Protection Association:

• Only use fire-safe cigarettes.

•  Before you throw away cigarette butts or 
ashes, douse them in water or sand.

•  Dispose of all ashes in a metal container 
placed at least 6 feet from any building.

•  Do not discard cigarettes in vegetation 
such as mulch, potted plants, landscaping 
or dried grasses that could ignite easily, 
or on the driveway, deck or other outdoor 
areas.

•  If you smoke, smoke outside. If you 
smoke inside, make sure to check under 
furniture cushions and in other places 
people smoke for cigarette butts before 
leaving the room.

•  Always be alert when smoking. Never 

smoke in bed, or while under the 
influence of drugs and/or alcohol.

•  Keep cigarettes, lighters, matches and 
other smoking materials out of children’s 
reach.

•  Use a deep, sturdy ashtray on a steady 
surface; place it away from anything that 
can burn.

•  Never smoke where medical oxygen is 
being used.

The O’Fallon Fire Protection District (OFPD) proudly announces the Keira Strong 
Challenge, in remembrance of honorary OFPD Firefighter Keira Stout. 

Keira, 9, passed away earlier this year and is remembered for her optimistic outlook, 
even while battling a rare form of cancer called rhabdomyosarcoma. 

She first joined the OFPD ranks in October 2016, when she received a uniform, badge 
and personalized purple fire helmet. She captured crews’ hearts, who were inspired by 
her strength and resiliency.

The admiration was mutual, according to her mom.

“She was dancing around saying, ‘I’m an honorary firefighter!’” Robin Stout told ABC News 
at the time. “She was just skipping through the firehouse and was so excited. I was so 
overwhelmed by their kindness and love and the whole thing was completely amazing.”

The Keira Strong Challenge — a kids’ firefighter challenge — will help participants better 
understand the work of a firefighter in a fun, age-appropriate setting during community 
outreach events, while also teaching them what it means to be #KeiraStrong.

Put It Out — All The Way, Every Time!
If you smoke, put it out — all the way, every time!

Accreditation Process Highlights District  
Efficiency In Providing Quality Service

OFPD Renames Kids’ Firefighter  
Challenge After Late Keira Stout

The O’Fallon Fire Protection District 
(OFPD) has been accredited by the Center 
for Public Safety Excellence (CPSE) for 
the third time. The District was the first 
in the state to receive the designation in 
2007; now, six agencies in Missouri and 
234 nationwide are accredited. 

According to the CPSE, the five-
year accreditation process involves 
determining community risks and safety 

needs, evaluating a district’s performance 
and establishing methods for continuous 
improvement. 

“This process gives us a good picture 
of the overall state of the District. It 
is invaluable in making sure we are 
providing quality emergency services to 
our community and continually improving,” 
OFPD Chief Tom Vineyard says.

During the evaluation process, District 
leadership reviewed data and strategic 
plans related to emergency response, 
equipment and facilities, operations and 
training. 

CPSE accreditation is internationally 
recognized as an indicator of the quality 
of a district’s fire and emergency services. 


